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CONSENT TO TREATMENT
No treatment without consent
10 (1) A health practitioner who proposes a treatment for a person shall not administer the 
treatment, and shall take reasonable steps to ensure that it is not administered, unless,

(a) he or she is of the opinion that the person is capable with respect to the treatment, and 
the person has given consent; or

(b) he or she is of the opinion that the person is incapable with respect to the treatment, 
and the person’s substitute decision-maker has given consent on the person’s behalf in 
accordance with this Act.  1996, c. 2, Sched. A, s. 10 (1).

Opinion of Board or court governs

(2) If the health practitioner is of the opinion that the person is incapable with respect to the 
treatment, but the person is found to be capable with respect to the treatment by the Board on 
an application for review of the health practitioner’s finding, or by a court on an appeal of the 
Board’s decision, the health practitioner shall not administer the treatment, and shall take 
reasonable steps to ensure that it is not administered, unless the person has given consent.  
1996, c. 2, Sched. A, s. 10 (2).

Elements of consent
11 (1) The following are the elements required for consent to treatment:

1. The consent must relate to the treatment.
2. The consent must be informed.
3. The consent must be given voluntarily.
4. The consent must not be obtained through misrepresentation or fraud.  1996, c. 2, 

Sched. A, s. 11 (1).

Informed consent

(2) A consent to treatment is informed if, before giving it,
(a) the person received the information about the matters set out in subsection (3) that a 

reasonable person in the same circumstances would require in order to make a 
decision about the treatment; and

(b) the person received responses to his or her requests for additional information about 
those matters.  1996, c. 2, Sched. A, s. 11 (2).

Same

(3) The matters referred to in subsection (2) are:
1. The nature of the treatment.
2. The expected benefits of the treatment.

http://www.e-laws.gov.on.ca/navigation?file=currencyDates&lang=en


3. The material risks of the treatment.
4. The material side effects of the treatment.
5. Alternative courses of action.
6. The likely consequences of not having the treatment.  1996, c. 2, Sched. A, s. 11 (3).

Express or implied

(4) Consent to treatment may be express or implied.  1996, c. 2, Sched. A, s. 11 (4).

Included consent
12 Unless it is not reasonable to do so in the circumstances, a health practitioner is entitled to 
presume that consent to a treatment includes,

(a) consent to variations or adjustments in the treatment, if the nature, expected benefits, 
material risks and material side effects of the changed treatment are not significantly 
different from the nature, expected benefits, material risks and material side effects of 
the original treatment; and

(b) consent to the continuation of the same treatment in a different setting, if there is no 
significant change in the expected benefits, material risks or material side effects of 
the treatment as a result of the change in the setting in which it is administered.  1996, 
c. 2, Sched. A, s. 12.

Plan of treatment

13 If a plan of treatment is to be proposed for a person, one health practitioner may, on behalf 
of all the health practitioners involved in the plan of treatment,

(a) propose the plan of treatment;
(b) determine the person’s capacity with respect to the treatments referred to in the plan of 

treatment; and
(c) obtain a consent or refusal of consent in accordance with this Act,

(i) from the person, concerning the treatments with respect to which the person is 
found to be capable, and

(ii) from the person’s substitute decision-maker, concerning the treatments with 
respect to which the person is found to be incapable.  1996, c. 2, Sched. A, 
s. 13.

Withdrawal of consent
14 A consent that has been given by or on behalf of the person for whom the treatment was 
proposed may be withdrawn at any time,

(a) by the person, if the person is capable with respect to the treatment at the time of the 
withdrawal;

(b) by the person’s substitute decision-maker, if the person is incapable with respect to the 
treatment at the time of the withdrawal.  1996, c. 2, Sched. A, s. 14.


